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Leading the industrial development6.5

From Taiwan to the world

“Remember the original purpose” is the belief that PharmaEssentia upholds since its establishment 17 years ago. As 
a new drug company, our “original purpose” is to develop new drugs to treat patients and to become a leading new 
biopharmaceutical company among the Chinese community worldwide. With our core capabilities, we actively participate in 
experience sharing activities with Taiwan’s local companies in the same industry, government units, and value chain partners. 
We also actively participate in various types of international and domestic seminars to discuss on concerned issues regarding 
related diseases. With the Company’s own experience in the establishment of a complete and excellent quality system, 
we assisted our contract research organization partner, the Agricultural Technology Research Institute, to obtain the EU 
certification for GMP laboratory. It has successfully obtained the certification and become the first biosafety testing laboratory 
in Taiwan. In early 2019, we were invited by the TFDA to share our experience in obtaining GMP certified by EMA. We believe 
that what PharmaEssentia can achieve, can also be achieved by other organizations or enterprises in Taiwan. From the 
cultivation of biotech talents, to the development of the local supply chain, we spare no effort to do our best to give back 
to this piece of land -- Taiwan. We look forward to working with partners in Taiwan’s biotechnology and biopharmaceutical 
industry value chain and expand to the world. In the future, we hope, with our profound influence in the industry, we aim to 
enhance our and Taiwan’s overall contribution to the use of drugs in the global disease markets.

In 2012, PharmaEssentia entrusted the Agricultural Technology Research Institute (hereinafter referred to as “ATRI”) to 
conduct medical trials to assist the development of the new generation of long-acting interferon, Ropeginterferon alfa-
2b (P1101), for liver diseases and myeloproliferative neoplasms. ATRI was then already following the GLP in performing 
tests, and had a solid and profound experimental foundation. However, as its biosafety laboratory was responsible for 
the critical testing of Ropeginterferon alfa-2b (P1101) products, it must also comply with the GMP issued by the EMA. 
For this reason, PharmaEssentia cooperated with ATRI in an over-all adjustment plan. For hardware, we adjusted the 
floor plan to be GMP-compliant, controlled the laboratory environment more rigidly, and changed the air conditioning 
system to central air conditioning. In terms of software, we hired foreign experts to guide for guidance, held more 
than 10 training courses, re-examined the quality system, and completed revisions on nearly 200 documents. Finally, 
in October 2018, ATRI successfully obtained the GMP certification from EMA, and became the first biosafety testing 
laboratory in Taiwan. In this regard, Chien-Pin Chen, Dean of the Agricultural Technology Research Institute, noted 
that through the cooperation with PharmaEssentia, ATRI has established a national-level laboratory with international 
standards, and PharmaEssentia is moving forward to become a world-class new biopharmaceutical company among 
the Chinese community worldwide. This has marked a milestone of a win-win industry-academia cooperation in Taiwan.
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  Assisted the Agricultural Technology Research
Institute to obtain the EU certification for GMP laboratory

PharmaEssentia is the first protein PIC/S GMP biopharmaceutical plant in Taiwan to obtain EMA certification and pass 
the plant inspection. Therefore, the Company was invited by TFDA in March 2019 to share our successful experience 
from R&D, patent application, plant construction, and global strategic layout to successful launch of products. The focus 
of this sharing included the Company’s drug development process, comparison, and interpretation of clinical data of 
our and other drugs of the same disease. By those contents, we illustrated the competitive advantages of our products. 
In addition, the valuable experiences gained in the process of EMA inspection were also what we must pass on to the 
competent authority and the industry. We hope that through this exchange and sharing session, we have boosted 
Taiwan’s local pharmaceutical companies the confidence to adapt to global markets.
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Held MPN Asia

In view of the lack of first-line drugs for myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN), and an absence of annual symposiums 
regarding myeloproliferative neoplasms in Taiwan (only in America and Europe), PharmaEssentia began sponsoring MPN Asia 
in 2016. At the same time, the Company and The Hematology Society of Taiwan co-hosted the first symposium, and the 
symposium was widely noticed by international hematology oncologists, experts, and scholars. MPN Asia has been held for 
4 years consecutively so far, and they were held in Taipei, Tokyo, Hangzhou, and Jeju Island. A total of 60 people participated 
in the 4th MPN Asia in 2019. Experts, scholars and clinicians from many countries have in-depth interaction and academic 
exchanges on the research and treatment of hematologic diseases. As of the publication of this report, in order to protect 
the health and safety of the guests, the 5th MPN Asia, which was originally scheduled to be held in Taipei, Taiwan has been 
cancelled due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Company continues to pay close attention to the development 
of the epidemic and set out to plan the 2021 symposium. We hope that the MPN Asia 2021 can be held again after the 
situation of the epidemic improves.

Figure 26 and 27: The 4th MPN Asia in 2019

Physicians from various Asian countries gathered at MPN Asia to discuss about issues on 
myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN). The company also shared the clinical efficacies of its 
proprietary new-generation long-acting interferon, the Ropeginterferon alfa-2b (P1101), 
which is used to treat myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN). Physicians and scholars in this 
field learned that Ropeginterferon alfa-2b (P1101) has low side effects, long-acting efficacy, 
high patient tolerance, and lowered injection frequency, and can bring the greatest benefit to 
patients. The 4th MPN Asia in 2019 was held in Jeju Island, South Korea. World-class experts 
and scholars from all over the world gathered to exchange treatment experiences and clinical 
data on myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN). In addition, through the annual symposiums, we 
can help increase the visibility of Taiwan’s new drug R&D capability and win honor for Taiwan.
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  Annual event in the field of hematologic diseases:
PharmaEssentia sponsored MPN Asia
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The founder and CEO of the Company, Ko-Chung Lin, is committed to the R&D 
of new drugs for hematologic and oncologic diseases for many years, and has 
led the Company to achieve significant results. Therefore, in 2019, Ko-Chung 
Lin, the founder and CEO, was awarded with the Humanitarian Award by the 
Cancer Research & Treatment Fund (CR&T), in recognition of the Company’s 
outstanding contribution in this field of disease. And, he is also the first Asian 
to receive this award since the award was established. This not only enhances 
Taiwan’s international visibility, but also attracts more attention of the world to our 
R&D achievements and products. Through this we also successfully established 
our image as a world-class biotechnology pharmaceutical company founded in 
Taiwan and expanding to the world. At the time of the award acceptance, Ko-
Chung Lin also indicated that accepting the award was a great honor for him and 
PharmaEssentia. The greatest significance of developing a new drug is to help 
patients control their diseases and enable them and their families to enjoy a better 
quality of life. In the future, the Company will continue to expedite the process 
of drug market launch in various countries based on our strategic plans. With 
Ropeginterferon alfa-2b (P1101) being the first-line drug for Polycythemia Vera (PV), 
we hope that the drug can be used by patients in need as soon as possible, and 
greatly improve the lives of patients.

Figure 28: Award winner and Dr. Richard Silver, the founder of CR&T. The first from left is the CEO of 
the Company, Ko-Chung Lin.

Figure 29: The founder, Ko-Chung Lin was awarded the Humanitarian Award from the Cancer Research 
& Treatment Fund.
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